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Holiday Safety Tips and Guidance

The holidays bring opportunities to celebrate
special traditions and meaningful moments
with the people in our lives. The Illinois
Department of Public Health has created a
Holiday Planning Safety Tips guide for the upcoming holiday. As you
prepare for holiday, these safety tips can help protect you, your family,
your friends, and your community from COVID-19. The guide includes a
variety of things such as travel guidance, overnight guests, holiday
shopping, and holiday meals during COVID-19. The guide can be found at
the following link:
http://www.dph.illinois.gov/sites/default/files/COVID19/COVID19_HolidaySeasonSafetyTips_GraphicVersion.pdf
The Regional Office of Education #21 wishes everyone a happy and
safe holiday season!

Local Teachers named ‘Teach it Forward
Outstanding Educators’
Local teachers were selected as 2020 McDonald’s Teach it Forward
Outstanding Educators from a pool of more than 880 nominations.The
award honors educators who exhibit the ultimate dedication to their
students and contribute to the improvement of education in our most
challenging times. Local McDonald’s Owner/Operator Stephanie Bishop
says supporting teachers is always a top priority, but this year is
more important than ever. “Our teachers are
constantly adapting to whatever is thrown at them,
while making sure our students succeed,” said
Bishop. “We’re excited to recognize
those who go above and beyond for our students
through the Outstanding Educator awards.”
Janette Zurliene- Edwards County High School Albion, IL
Hannah Maze- Anna-Jonesboro Community High School Anna, IL
Kristin Odom- Benton District 47 Benton, IL
Pam Barr- Carbondale Community High School Carbondale, IL
Amy Zurliene- Eldorado Middle School Eldorado, IL
Michaelann Stanley- Herrin High School Herrin IL
Kyle Harlow- Herrin High School Herrin, IL
Shawn Banks- Herrin Jr. High School Herrin, IL
Jennifer Lincoln- Washington Elementary School Marion, IL
Jamie Ellis- Hamilton County Senior High School McLeansboro, IL
Keith D. Cimera- Mt. Vernon Primary Center Mt. Vernon, IL
Dianna Webb- Bethel Grade School Mt. Vernon, IL
Chelsea Austin- Murphysboro Middle School Murphysboro, IL
Sherie Smith- Vienna High School Vienna, IL
Molly Brown- Denning Elementary School West Frankfort, IL
Ashley Summers- Denning Elementary School West Frankfort, IL
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Educator Licensure

Have you considered becoming a Short-term Substitute Teacher?
Now more then ever substitutes are needed in our
region's schools. With just 60 hours of college coursework
you can become a Short-term Substitute Teacher.

Make a difference
become a

Teach er
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Regional Office Of
Education #21
Upcoming
Professional Development
(All events will be virtual)

Short-Term Substitute License Requirements
License is Non-renewable and expires on June 30, 2023
Can teach up to five consecutive days per licensed teacher
Must complete a Short-term Substitute training*
Requires an associate degree or higher from a regionally
accredited college or university or at least 60 semester hours of coursework
from a regionally accredited college or university required
Application and $25 application fee required

December 4, 2020
Teaching with Chromebooks

*Short-term Substitute (STS) Teacher trainings now available!

January 8, 2021 Applying The
Flipped Classroom Model to the
In-Person/Remote Learning
Hybrid Schedule Using
Google Tools

ROE #21 is now offering the required STS training for individuals who qualify for
a Short-Term Substitute teaching license. This virtual training will take place
from 9:00am-12:00pm on the following dates:
January 7, 2021
February 9, 2021
March 11, 2021
April 8, 2021

To register for one of the upcoming trainings please visit:
https://forms.gle/2txu95JENrsSFdTM8

ROE 21 Tech Tips

What is a data breach?
A data breach occurs when information is accessed by
someone who is unintended, for instance, a student
finding a teacher’s password written on a Post-It note.
When it comes to computer systems, a data breach
usually means a database full of usernames,
passwords, and personal information is accessed
by a hacker.

Why should you care?
Privacy is kind of a big deal! Have you ever received a call from someone claiming
to be from “your credit card company”? What if that person told you your actual
credit score, your current occupation and income level, your education level,
and your mother’s maiden name? That information could only come from
someone you gave it to, right?
Tips for choosing passwords
Don’t use the same password more than one place. If a hacker gets that
password they’ll try it at every other website they know of.
Don’t share your password with anyone. If they do something nefarious, it
looks like you did it. If they decide to change your password, now you can’t log
in. If they write the password on a Post-It note, now anyone could know your
password.
Use more than one character type, preferably 3-4. Character types are
numbers, lowercase letters, uppercase letters, and “symbols”. Symbols covers
everything else, like a space, question mark, parentheses, or the ampersand
(&).
Choose a long password. We’ve done a disservice by calling it a password. It
shouldn’t be a word. It should be long and hard to guess.

January 6, 2021
Co-Teaching Strategies
January 7, 2021 Short-term
Substitute Teacher Training

January 15, 2020 Instructional
Coaching Cohort #3 Day 4

Upcoming Bus Driver
Trainings
( All events must be held in person)

January 9, 2021 Bus Driver
Initial Training held at
Johnston City Project ECHO
February 6, 2021 Bus Driver
Initial Training held at
Metropolis ROE #21 Office
February 23, 2021 Bus Driver
Refresher Training held at
Vienna High School
March 13, 2021 Bus Driver Initial
Training held at Johnston City
Project ECHO

Please visit www.roe21.org
for additional information

Regional Office of Education #21

Franklin-Johnson-Massac-Williamson Counties

Professional Development

Elementary STEM Resources Free from International Technology
and Engineering Educators Association through ISBE
Did you know that every elementary educator (preK-8) in the state of Illinois now
has free access to the International Technology and Engineering Educators
Association STEM integration resources? To learn more about using your
membership to support and improve instruction in STEM, please view the
workshop recording here and presentation slides here.
If you would like access to your membership, send an email to your EFE Director
that includes your first and last name, email address, school district and school
building name.
EFE Directors for each county in ROE #21
Williamson County: Jami Hodge jami.hodge@wces.co
Franklin County: George Hopkins ghopkins@roe21.org
Johnson/Massac County: Patrick Harner patrickpharner@fivecountyrvs.com
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Spread the good news and share widely with all your PreK-8 colleagues in the
state of Illinois.
Paid for with Career and Technical Education Improvement elementary grant funds
by the Illinois State Board of Education.

Earth Day in the Parks for 2021
Earth Day in the Parks is an event to promote
stewardship of our natural resources by
Illinois school children. During April and May,
students and their teachers from throughout
Illinois visit participating Illinois state parks,
state historic sites and state museums to take
part in natural resources stewardship activities such as: planting native trees and
wildflowers; building and installing nesting/roosting boxes; removing invasive
exotic species; and building brush piles for wildlife. Students will be helping the
environment and wildlife, participating in outdoor activities to increase their
fitness and learning that their actions can make a positive difference in the world.
While the COVID-19 pandemic may cause these events to be rescheduled or held
with volunteers other than school children, we are offering this opportunity now
and will make changes as needed. Social distancing will be maintained at all
events, and face masks will be worn. Applications are required and will be
accepted from January 1, 2021, through February 28, 2021. You will find the
application form at the following Web address.
https://www2.illinois.gov/dnr/education/Pages/EDITPinstruct.aspx

Add a subheading

Giant City State Park Provides Monthly Topics for Teachers
If you teach in the Carbondale area or other parts of Southern Illinois, you can
ask to be added to the monthly teachers’ topic email from the Natural Resources
Coordinator at Giant City State Park. Each month you will receive an email with
links to teaching resources and learning standards for the topic as well as ideas
on how you could teach about the topic by bringing your students to Giant
City State Park. For more information or to sign up, send an email to Jennifer
Randolph at jennifer.randolph@illinois.gov.

everywhere a very
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Federal Student Aid
Calling all school counselors: Don’t forget to have your high school seniors fill
out the FAFSA! It’s a new requirement for graduation beginning this year. Use
the link below for more information to get them started.
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

Franklin Co. Office
901 Public Square
Benton, IL. 62812
P: 618-438-9711
F: 618-435-2861
Johnson Co. Office
111 South 5th Street
P.O. Box 96
Vienna, IL 62995
P: 618-658-3381
Massac Co. Office
1102 West 10th Street
Metropolis, IL 62960
P: 618-524-3736
F: 618-524-7784

A Give the Gift of Attendance this year!
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All families want what is best for their children, but they don’t always realize how
absences can add up to academic problems. Sometimes they allow children to
miss school when it’s not absolutely necessary. This often happens before and
after the fall and winter holidays, as families try to squeeze a few more days out
of the vacation season. Principals and teachers have an opportunity to reduce
holiday absences by ensuring that parents and students understand the toll that
absenteeism takes on achievement. Here are some tools and messaging to
encourage good attendance around the winter holidays.
Send a letter out before before the long winter break urging students and
families to avoid absences.
Stress that teachers will be teaching every day and that children will
miss out on instruction if they do not show up or check-in online.
Encourage parents and staff to talk to students about the importance
of showing up in the days before and after the holiday break.
Plan a special event for the first day after the holiday break.
Create a contest or find ways to recognize good attendance.
If the school or teachers are equipped to text parents, send a text
right before school starts again to remind them of special plans.

Williamson Co. Office
407 North Monroe Street
Suite 300
Marion, IL 62959
P: 618-998-1283
F: 618-998-9226

Please note, our offices
will be CLOSED on the
following dates

12-18-2020
Holiday Party
12-24-20 to 1-4-21
Winter Break

